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BUSY BREAK
The Eastern women’s basketball team 
won three games out of the five played 
over winter break and started 
conference play with a 1-1 record. 
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THE OVC BRIGHTSIDE
The Eastern men’s basketball team 
won its first two conference games by 
winning both contests in overtime.
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Moving back in
Brooke Schwartz
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News
A bill in the Illinois General Assembly has created 
some challenges for Eastern as they try, along with the 
state, to increase diverse businesses.
According to the general assembly website, the 
bill’s short title “may be cited as the Business Enter-
prise for Minorities, Women, and Persons with Dis-
abilities Act.”
In an effort to increase diversity across Illinois, this 
act encourages enterprises to do more business with 
companies owned at least 51 percent by minorities, 
women or disabled persons.
The act says that a goal of 20 percent of all state 
contracts, including transactions made by Eastern, 
should come from those companies.
Paul McCann, interim vice president for student 
affairs, said this goal has proven challenging to East-
ern for many different reasons.
Currently, Eastern gets about 2 percent of its busi-
ness from businesses fitting that description, putting 
it as the farthest from the goal of 20 percent com-
pared to all the other Illinois public universities, many 
of whom are also still far from that 20 percent.
McCann said that although Eastern is trying to 
figure out creative ways to get that number up, there 
are many challenges that stand in front of that goal, a 
big one being Eastern’s location.
“(Eastern) is a long way from Chicago,” McCann 
said. “The minority population downstate is a little 
bit lower than it is in other places in Illinois, and so if 
we’re trying to entice a vendor from Chicago to come 
down to Charleston, then they have to be willing to 
pay some of the costs to get down here to deliver their 
product.”
McCann said that that has been somewhat of a 
problem, especially given Eastern’s restraints when it 
comes to buying products and services.
“We also have a law in the state of Illinois that 
says (Eastern) has to buy from the lowest responsible 
bidder. That creates some problems when a minor-
ity bidder doesn’t necessarily bid the lowest, or can’t 
bid the lowest price,” McCann said. “We’re trying to 
figure out ways of getting more people to bid, more 
people interested, more people skilled in (the) central 
Illinois area.”
Another problem comes from Eastern’s, and the 
rest of the state’s, recent financial problems, McCann 
said.
“With the budget impasse, and that’s behind us, 
but with the budget impasse, we cut down our ex-
penditures, and about 75 percent of our expenditures 
are related to personnel. That means that only 25 per-
cent can be subjected to this,” McCann said. “So the 
25 percent of the 100 percent then are what BEP 
would like us to spend 20 percent of.”
By Dee Luter
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
Booth Library will honor the 50th anniversa-
ry of the Apollo 11 moon landing of 1969 during 
its free exhibit, On the Shoulders of Giants, open-
ing Jan. 14.
The exhibit, which will be available during the en-
tirety of spring semester, will celebrate other mon-
umental space moments that have happened in the 
past, and refreshments and snacks will also be avail-
able.
Reference librarian Andy Cougill said informa-
tional activities will be held during the spring semes-
ter to highlight the Apollo missions, including edu-
cational display cases throughout the library.
Beth Heldebrandt, the Booth Library public rela-
tions director, said all cases are in the front of the li-
brary and that each display case will contain popu-
lar and vital information about NASA and different 
space knowledge.
She also said an official reception will take place 
on Jan. 24 and be held in the west reading room of 
the library.
There will be a showing of a documentary, which 
was collaborated between WEIU and the Charles-
ton Community, depicting community members’ 
thoughts on the moon landing, where they were 
when the mission occurred and if they celebrated the 
historical event as it took place, Cougill and Heldeb-
randt said.
“The documentary is a WEIU history and the li-
brary collaboration.
 Local community members were interviewed 
about the moon landing. Each generation has its 
moment,” Cougill said.
Cougill and Heldebrandt said that aside from 
the exhibit, there are also other activities happening 
around campus that pertain to the moon landing an-
niversary as well as the potential visit from an astro-
naut sometime during the spring semester.
New Booth exhibit, documentary celebrates 
Apollo 11 moon landing’s 50th anniversary
CORRYN BROCK | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Marcella Abalos and Cass Robinson, both freshman education majors, talk as they move back into their dorm room. Students moved back to 
their on and off campus housing throughout the weekend before classes.
THIS FILE IS IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN IN THE U.S. BEC AUSE IT WAS SOLEY CREATED BY NASA
Astronaut Buzz Aldrin walks on the surface of the moon during the Apollo 11 landing on July 
20, 1969.
New state 
bill aims 
to increase 
diversity in 
businesses
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GLAD TO HAVE YOU BACK, PANTHERS!
GOOD LUCK WITH CLASSES. YOU GOT THIS.
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TODAY ON CAMPUS: 
Student Rec Center | Open 5:30 AM - 11:00 PM 
      The Student Rec Center offers six basketball courts,  1/8 mile suspended   
       jogging track, two free-weight areas, cardio machines, and a student lounge. 
Booth Library | Open 8:00 AM - 1:00 AM 
       Check out books, rent movies, and utilize study spaces. 
MLK Jr. Student Union  | Open  7:00 AM  -  10:00 PM 
       Check out Java B&B, Food Court, University Bookstore,  EIU Bowling Lanes. 
Early Bird Yoga | 7:00 - 7:45 AM | Dance Studio, Student Rec Center 
Rise and Grind | 8:00 - 8:45 AM | Synergy Studio, Student Rec Center 
Panther Power | 5:00 - 6:30 PM | Synergy Studio, Student Rec Center 
TODA   AMPUS 
No break in shutdown talks
Trump stands by 
border demands
WASHINGTON (AP) — President 
Donald Trump stood by his demands for 
funding for a border wall Sunday as an-
other round of shutdown talks failed to 
break an impasse, while newly empow-
ered House Democrats planned to step 
up the pressure on Trump and Republi-
can lawmakers to reopen the government.
Trump, who spent part of the day at 
Camp David for staff meetings, showed 
no signs of budging on his demand for 
$5.6 billion for a wall along the U.S.-
Mexico border. A meeting with senior 
congressional aides led by Vice President 
Mike Pence at the White House complex 
yielded little progress.
Seeking to strike an optimistic note 
as he returned from the presidential re-
treat in Maryland, Trump said he had told 
aides to say that they wanted a steel barri-
er, rather than the concrete wall he prom-
ised during the campaign. Trump said 
Democrats "don't like concrete, so we'll 
give them steel."
The president has already suggested his 
definition of the wall is flexible, but Dem-
ocrats have made clear they see a wall as 
immoral and ineffective and prefer other 
types of border security funded at already 
agreed upon levels.
With the partial shutdown in its third 
week, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said 
she intends to begin passing individu-
al bills to reopen agencies in the coming 
days, starting with the Treasury Depart-
ment to ensure people receive their tax re-
funds. That effort is designed to squeeze 
Senate Republicans, some of whom are 
growing increasingly anxious about the 
extended shutdown.
The seemingly intractable bud-
get showdown marks the first clash for 
Trump and Democrats, who now con-
trol the House. It pits Trump's unpredict-
able negotiating stylings against a large-
ly united Democratic front, as many Re-
publicans watch nervously from the side-
lines and hundreds of thousands of feder-
al workers go without pay.
Although Trump tweeted that the Sun-
day session had been "productive," two 
Democrats familiar with the meeting gave 
a different take, saying the White House 
had not provided the budget details they 
had requested and again declined to re-
open government. One of the officials 
— neither was authorized to speak pub-
licly — said no additional meetings were 
scheduled.
Body found in submerged truck 
is missing man from Springfield
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — A body 
pulled from a vehicle discovered sub-
merged in a central Illinois lake has been 
identified as a 37-year-old man who's 
been missing since November.
The State Journal-Register reports the 
Sangamon County Coroner's Office 
identified the body as Doug Cortelyou 
of Springfield. 
The coroner says there were no signs 
of foul play or injuries and lab tests are 
pending.
A fisherman's sonar device detected 
the Chevrolet Silverado truck near a boat 
launch on Lake Springfield early Satur-
day. 
The man's body was found after the 
truck was removed from the lake.
Cortelyou had been missing since 
Nov. 18. 
The Missing Person Awareness Net-
work reported he had last been seen leav-
ing his grandmother's Springfield home.
Michigan family of 5 killed in 
wrong-way crash in Kentucky
LEXINGTON, Ky. (AP) — A sus-
pected drunken driver heading the 
wrong way on Interstate 75 in Ken-
tucky struck a vehicle carrying five fam-
ily members from Michigan early Sun-
day, killing all six people, authorities 
said.
The southbound pickup truck being 
driven in the northbound lanes struck 
the family's sport utility vehicle at 2:30 
a.m. in Lexington. The SUV caught 
fire and all five occupants of that vehi-
cle died, along with the pickup's driv-
er, Lexington police said in a statement.
The family from Northville, Michigan, 
was returning from a vacation in Flori-
da, the Fayette County coroner's office 
said.
Witness Kenneth DeGraaf told 
WLEX-TV the pickup truck was com-
ing toward him prior to the fiery crash.
A coroner's statement identified the 
family members as Issam Abbas, 42; 
Rima Abbas, 38; Ali Abbas, 41; Isabella 
Abbas, 13, and Giselle Abbas, 7.
The driver of the white pickup was 
identified as 41-year-old Joey Lee Bai-
ley of Georgetown. The coroner's state-
ment says authorities believe Bailey was 
driving under the influence and that 
toxicology tests were planned.
The interstate was shut down for sev-
eral hours. The accident remains under 
investigation.According to the Islamic 
Center of America of Dearborn, Mich-
igan, funeral services for the family are 
set for Tuesday at the center.
It was the second crash in three days 
involving multiple deaths on Interstate 
75, a bustling north-south corridor 
crossing the nation's midsection from 
South Florida to the U.S. border with 
Louisiana town 
reels from loss of 5 
children in fiery crash
MARKSVILLE, La. (AP) — It 
was supposed to be a fun, post-
Christmas trip to Disney World for 
14-year-old Jeremiah Warren and his 
friends from a church in this small 
Louisiana town — "clean fun" as 
Warren's aunt described it. 
But then word came of a f i-
ery crash on a Florida highway that 
killed seven people, including five 
children from this area traveling in a 
church van.
The small town has been reeling 
since news spread that a church van 
from the Avoyelles House of Mercy 
traveling outside of Gainesville, Flor-
ida, was caught in a fiery crash in-
volving two 18-wheelers Thursday. 
In addition to the five children in 
the church van, the two truck drivers 
were also killed in the accident. Of-
ficials said at least eight others were 
injured, some seriously.
Two vehicles traveling north — a 
tractor-trailer and a car — smashed 
into each other and then burst 
through a metal guardrail, slamming 
into another semitrailer and the 
southbound van carrying the chil-
dren. 
Diesel fuel leaked, and the mass 
erupted into a fireball, the Florida 
Highway Patrol said.
A fifth car, unable to avoid the 
chaos, sped through and hit people 
who were thrown from the van, the 
highway patrol said.
In a statement posted on the Unit-
ed Pentecostal Church Internation-
al's Facebook page, Louisiana district 
superintendent Kevin Cox said a 
pregnant woman injured in the crash 
and her unborn child had been sta-
bilized. Cox also said church pastor 
Eric Descant's 50-year-old wife, Kar-
en, was injured and his granddaugh-
ter killed. 
Cox said a total of nine children 
and three adults were in the church 
van.
Authorities identified the dead 
children as Joel Cloud and Warren, 
both 14; Cara Descant, 13; Briena 
Descant, 10; and Cierra Bordelan, 
9. The relationship between the Des-
cant girls and the pastor was not im-
mediately available.
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Madelyn Porter, a senior early childhood education major, works on pulling books from shelves Sunday evening 
before the start of the spring semester. Some student workers came in the days before classes start to work on-
campus jobs.
Student work = success
By Corryn Brock
Associate News Editor | @corryn_brock
The Charleston City Council voted 
to proceed with the application process 
for the Illinois Power Agency’s Adjustable 
Block Program as well as the approval of 
six other agenda items.
The application will put the City of 
Charleston into a lottery-style drawing. 
If the city is selected and “is successful in 
constructing Solar Energy at the City’s 
Waste Water Treatment Plant, the City 
could save a significant amount per year 
for approximately 25 years on electrical 
energy,” according to the resolution.
Several changes were made to the city’s 
laws on liquor licenses.
Liquor license holders will no longer 
have to live in Charleston for a year before 
they can hold a license.
“There are some people who may want 
to develop in places they may not live and 
that can hold someone back from possi-
bly investing in our community,” Mayor 
Brandon Combs said. “We feel like this 
is a very positive change to make to allow 
for outside people to develop and invest in 
our community.”
Class D liquor licenses will no longer 
be offered in Charleston. Upon renew-
al, those with Class D licenses will receive 
a Class C license as long as they meet the 
existing requirements. The number of al-
lowed Class C licenses will also increase 
from 19 to 20.
Combs appointed John Inyart, Jeff 
Lahr, Brad Oyer, and Eastern President 
David Glassman to the Local Liquor 
Control Advisory Commission, with 
terms to be served simultaneously with 
Comb’s term of office.
Members of the Charleston Tree Com-
mittee, Historic Preservation Committee 
and Board of Zoning and Planning were 
re-appointed to their positions.
No public presentations were brought 
to council.
Corryn Brock can be reached at 
581-2812 or cebrock@eiu.edu.
FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Members of the City Council during an Oct. 2 meeting at City Hall. 
City Council votes to 
proceed with block 
program application
DAILYEASTERNNEWS.COM
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STAFF EDITORIAL No motivation
With the new day comes 
new strength and new 
thoughts.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of 
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.
LOGAN R ASCHKE | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Those interested can inquire at opin-
ions.DEN@gmail.com for all opinion 
questions, submissions and letters to 
the editor.
Please allow a week for us to publish 
letters to the editor.
The Editor reserves the right to not 
publish letters.
Letters that are 250 words or less will 
be prioritized, but longer ones will be 
considered by the editorial board.
Please include your name and phone 
number to verify  letters. 
For more information please call 
217-581-2812.
Letters to the Editor
DILLAN SCHORFHEIDE
JACKSON BAYER
Can we finally stop listening to R. Kelly
Just enjoy 
your new 
year, don’t 
try too hard 
to change
Momoa carries ‘Aquaman’ to success
With a new year upon us, we can’t help but 
listen to the overused cliché, “new year, new 
me,” used over and over again. 
It is an overdone phrase that has been thrown 
out by people all over social media whenever 
Dec. 31 of the previous year and Jan. 1 of the 
New Year come. 
It has a good meaning behind it, along with 
the whole concept of New Year’s resolutions.
Making a conscious decision to strive for 
something new and different to improve your-
self is great and very noble. 
Especially if you stick with it throughout the 
whole year, then you could see real change that 
you had hoped for when the clock struck 12.
And if the whole ‘new me’ thing did not work 
out, for whatever reason, at least you tried, right?
But everyone seems to make themselves think 
that just because the resolution did not work 
out, their year is already ruined from the word 
‘go.’
The other common thing to see on social me-
dia is that the previous year was so terrible that 
the new year can only bring about better things.
The previous year may have been bad at 
times, but there were almost certainly just as 
many good times. So if you do find yourself go-
ing back to the old ways of the year that just 
ended a few days ago, take it on.
If the previous year was nothing bad for you, 
then who cares if you are doing the same thing 
for another year?
Do not just accept and conform to the social 
construct of having to flaunt and then conform 
to a new self. 
Unless the way you conducted your life was 
actually, truly bad for you the previous year, 
then why fix what is not broken? 
So enjoy the new year, start it off right and 
make it a great year, but if you find yourself do-
ing the same things, and as long as it works, 
then do it.
‘Aquaman’ has seen great success since its box of-
fice debut.
According to the New York Times, the movie’s for-
eign and domestic sales total to $940.7 million com-
ing into this week.
What makes it more impressive is how it has done 
so well, compared to most of the recent DC Com-
ics movies. 
DC has been getting its butt kicked in theaters 
compared to Marvel, and everyone knows that.
‘Aquaman’ producers, directors and writers had 
two very important challenges to overcome to make 
the sea-dwelling hero relevant and to help DC have 
some success. First, recent DC failures could have put 
momentum against the movie.
Second, who even cares about Aquaman?
You do not need to know a thing about his histo-
ry or comics because plenty of television shows make 
fun of how useless he is made out to be.
I have no stake in the Marvel vs. DC rivalry; I do 
watch far more Marvel movies, but I do not have 
anything against DC. I just love X-Men.
But I will be comparing this movie to Marvel 
movies because, let’s be real, Marvel has set the stan-
dards for superhero movies.
I would argue that a big factor in why the Marvel 
movies do so well is the acting. 
You have a pretty selfish billionaire who does 
not show much emotion in the movies, so Robert 
Downey Jr. is your man for the part. You have a reg-
ular Jo Schmo who becomes a hero that can be as 
big as a plane or the size of an ant, who is also pretty 
comical, so Paul Rudd is the guy.
I have admittedly only seen two DC movies 
(‘Aquaman’ and ‘Wonder Woman’), but public feed-
back is enough to help me break this down.
I have no clue who plays Superman and I have 
no desire to find out who they are (by the way, it is 
Henry Cavill). Ezra Miller plays Flash in the ‘Justice 
League’ from 2017, and who is he? 
And we all know Ben Affleck too much. Seriously 
DC, the best you could get for Batman is him?
But DC finally got something right and cast the 
perfect actor to play Aquaman: Jason Momoa (aside 
from Gal Gadot. She slayed her role as Wonder 
Woman in the movie).
It turns out Momoa is not just eye candy that the 
director thought would help keep the female demo-
graphic sitting in its seats. No, he makes Aquaman a 
cool guy.
I would say he played the part like Paul Rudd with 
Ant-Man.
Both have the witty attitudes that they carry with 
them even during some fighting, but they can also be 
serious when they need to be.
But anyone else wielding the most powerful tri-
dent in the world would not have pulled this off. If 
I had to guess, most of the production was done to 
make sure Momoa was featured as much as possible. 
The producers could live with some poor aspects as 
long as Aquaman shined.
And, hey, it worked.
Dillan Schorfheide is a junior journalism major. He 
can be reached at 581-2812 or dtschorfheide@eiu.
edu.
Lifetime recently ran a six-part docuseries titled 
“Surviving R. Kelly,” which is something I hope 
most of you already know. 
For those who aren’t familiar with the series or 
with R. Kelly himself, here’s a brief rundown: Kel-
ly is one of the most successful R&B artists of the 
last quarter-century, influenced a generation of artists 
that came up after him and chances are you’ve heard 
his music even without knowing it.
He’s also been accused of sexual, physical and 
mental abuse against numerous women, some of 
whom were underage at the time of the abuse. 
In 2017, (according to the BBC) Kelly was ac-
cused of trapping six women in a sex cult. In 2002, 
the infamous video allegedly showing Kelly having 
sex with and urinating on an underage girl surfaced 
(according to the BBC.) He is said to have secretly 
married fellow R&B star Aaliyah when she was just 
15 years old (according to the BBC.) I could go on. 
Kelly himself hasn’t gone to prison, and his ca-
reer hasn’t suffered too much due to any allegations 
against him, no matter how disturbing.
“Surviving R. Kelly” has forced many people to fi-
nally face the awful things Kelly has been accused of 
(all of which he has denied), which I’m happy about, 
but it still makes me wonder: Why did it take this 
long for us to have a serious conversation about him? 
Don’t get me wrong, there have long been crit-
ics of Kelly and efforts to rightfully bring him down, 
such as the 2018 #MuteRKelly movement, and Spo-
tify removing his music from playlists, but nothing 
has seemed to slow him down, until now. 
But why has it taken this long? Why have so 
many defended Kelly and allowed his behavior to 
go on throughout the years, including those in the 
music industry and even the Chicago Police Depart-
ment, and why did it take a documentary of this 
magnitude to finally ignite a real conversation about 
him? 
I can’t answer that question. I really can’t. Maybe 
it’s because his fans and the general public have long 
been able to “separate the art from the artist.” 
It’s happened for countless other artists with dis-
turbing personal lives, including recent examples like 
Xxxtentacion, Kodak Black and 6ix9ine. 
I understand that artists, as people, should be giv-
en second chances to turn their lives around, but to 
sit idly by as someone of Kelly’s stature gets away 
with all kinds of abuse and manipulation towards 
dozens of women over a period of decades is just 
plain wrong. 
It’s not even as if Kelly’s music itself is separate 
from his disturbing personal life; much of the con-
tent in his music reminds the listener of the allega-
tions brought against him.
So what can we do about all of this? That’s a ques-
tion I can answer: stop listening to Kelly’s music, and 
if you hear your friends or relatives listening to his 
music or defending him in any way, shut that down, 
too. 
It’s time to end Kelly.
Jackson Bayer is a senior English and creative 
writing major. He can be reached at 581-2812 or 
jcbayer@eiu.edu.
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commerce.cashnet.com/eiuspub
Bear down
THALIA ROULEY | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Kyler Holser, a junior geography major, Christian Puente, a freshman psychology major and Zach Johnson, a junior 
special education major eat dinner and watch the Bears take on the Eagles on the T.V. Sunday night at Ike’s Bar. 
He said what that part of the budget 
is used to purchase can be a roadblock to 
this goal as well.
“When you start looking at what we 
spend (that 25 percent) on, utilities, elec-
tric gas, we spend it on textbooks, we 
spend it on library books, and some of 
those classifications are very difficult to 
find minority vendors because they’re 
large purchases and large investments and 
many times those vendors just can’t afford 
to do those kinds of investments,” he said.
That is a part of this act, McCann said, 
that is providing advice to those minority-
owned businesses.
“Part of this is helping some of those 
minority vendors grow and understand 
what they have to do to be a business 
partner, some is identifying which prod-
ucts they have that we might use,” he said.
McCann said the university is trying to 
overcome these issues, especially the prob-
lem location poses to this goal.
“What we’re doing there is we’re going 
to and we will eventually host a diversity 
fair so that people know that (Eastern) is 
here, we learn about people that might be 
interested in selling to the university,” Mc-
Cann said. “We’re hoping that we can ex-
pand interest, expand knowledge of East-
ern. We’ll keep trying to expand that.”
McCann said that these many chal-
lenges will continue to be worked on, and 
this act is important for people to take se-
riously.
“Minorities are part of the citizenship 
of Illinois. Illinois needs to support all cit-
izens,” McCann said. “How you get there 
is the difficult part, but everybody needs 
to earn a living; people need to be using 
everybody in the state of Illinois or giving 
everybody a shot.”
Brooke Schwartz can be reached at 
581-2812 or at bsschwartz@eiu.edu.
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“We have been in contact with NASA. 
We are waiting for NASA to reply,” Hel-
debrandt said. “We are waiting on con-
firmation to see who (would visit) and 
when.”
The music department is also conduct-
ing a space themed concert featuring piec-
es that are inspired by space events, Cou-
gill said.
In April, students will also have the op-
portunity to make their own toy rockets 
to “shoot off,” Cougill said.
Cougill and Heldebrandt said they en-
courage students, faculty and communi-
ty members to view the displays and take 
part in the events during the exhibit be-
cause they relate to all generations and 
serve as learning experience for everyone.
Heldebrandt  said she and Cou-
gill tried to choose a topic that engaged 
the Charleston community and the 
EIU community while organizing the ex-
hibit.
“I think students will connect to this 
event. All the things have been a part of 
our lives. For the people who remember 
it 50 years ago, it will be cool for them to 
remember their childhood,” Heldebrandt 
said.
Cougil said the timing of the exhibit is 
perfect because it is during a time when 
amazing things are happening at NASA.
“I encourage readers to explore what’s 
going on in NASA,” Cougill said. “(For 
example) in 1977, two voyager probes 
reached space, beyond our solar system 
in deep space (and) they are sending in-
formation back, and they are 40-years-old 
… it’s an exciting time to watch … and a 
stepping stone to learn more.”
For more information on the exhibit, 
contact Heldebrandt at emheldebrandt@
eiu.edu.
Dee Luter can be reached at 
581-2812 or dsluter@eiu.edu.
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Nothing to fly home about
‘Bird Box’ was just OK, too hyped up
By Jordan Boyer
Photo Editor | @DEN_News
Editor’s Note: The following review contains 
spoilers for Bird Box.
Netflix’s “Bird Box” was great in some re-
spects while coming up short in other aspects. 
The recent rise in sensory thrillers such as 
“A Quiet Place” and “Hush” has been an odd 
but entertaining new film genre to hit the big 
screen. 
In “Bird Box,” the characters must blindfold 
themselves in order to not see some unknown 
monster/force in order to ensure their survival. 
If a person sees this monster, they either in-
stantly kill themselves or become a recruiter 
for the monsters, so they can force other peo-
ple to look at said monsters. 
The film mainly follows the main charac-
ter Malorie (Sandra Bullock), and the film is 
non-linear following Malorie at the start of the 
monsters’ invasion and five years later at the 
current timeline of the story. 
A defining trait of Malorie’s character is her 
inability to connect with people, and she tries 
to isolate herself from the real world. 
While Bullock did a great job with the char-
acter, one of the film’s worst aspects is the pres-
ence of an unlikable main character. 
By the time of the current story line in the 
movie, Malorie cares and raises two children 
(one she gave birth to and another that she is 
raising due to the birth mother dying during 
the monster invasion), and she names them 
“Girl” and “Boy.” 
This is due to her fault with the inabili-
ty to connect with people, but it comes off to 
the viewer that she simply does not want to 
care for these children in this post-apocalyp-
tic world. 
Of course, Malorie’s character is developed, 
and by the end of the movie she truly cares for 
the children and gives them both real names, 
but after two different storylines spanning over 
five years in the movie, the character develop-
ment is just shoved in at the end. 
It is not a natural progression towards devel-
opment; it is sloppily shoved right before the 
climax of the film.
Other than that, the premise of the sensory 
horror is an interesting one. 
How would people survive in a violent post-
apocalyptic world with no vision? 
That’s what the film tries to convey to the 
viewer. 
There are other aspects worth noting, like 
the non-linear storyline. 
In this film’s case, it is more interesting to 
tell the story this way, and the premise will 
overtake the short aspects of the film.
Other film reviewers tore this film apart, 
but I feel that “Bird Box” does not deserve this 
criticism. I give the film 3/5 stars, and if you 
have a Netflix subscription you should check 
it out. 
Jordan Boyer is a senior history major. He can 
be reached at 581-2812 or at jtboyer@eiu.edu.
ACROSS
 1 Expressions of 
amazement
 6 Amaze
 9 Illegal motions by 
pitchers
14 Houston player
15 Great Dane, e.g.
16 Notable 
happening
17 Great Dane 
of animated 
cartoons
19 Happen again
20 Immensely long 
stretches
21 Broke bread
22 Limited in 
number
23 Escalator feature
24 Result of 
overnight 
condensation
26 Lipton offerings
28 “Bus Stop” 
dramatist William
29 Nut often 
squirreled away
31 Basic trig ratio
33 Invitation 
request, in brief
37 Sound on a dairy 
farm
38 “Impossible for 
me!”
41 Harmful cigarette 
stuff
42 Equestrian’s 
sport
44 Umpteen
45 Lessen
47 Fee payer, often
49 Londoner, e.g., 
informally
50 Words on 
returned mail
55 Vegetarian’s 
no-no
58 Aviator Earhart
59 Cozy lodging
60 Ricelike pasta
61 Bring home, as a 
runner
62 Couple’s ballet 
dance
64 Turn aside
65 Number replaced 
by “hup” by a drill 
sergeant
66 Resort island 
near Naples
67 Key Watergate 
evidence
68 72, maybe, on a 
golf course
69 Twin Mary-Kate 
or Ashley
DOWN
 1 Oxygen and 
nitrogen
 2 Racecourse near 
Windsor Castle
 3 Implement for a 
Neanderthal
 4 Thrive
 5 Break down in 
tears
 6 Make larger
 7 Swain
 8 Conscious self, to 
Freud
 9 Explorer who lent 
his name to a 
strait off Alaska
10 Member of a 
Marvel superhero 
team
11 French play 
about a storied 
Spanish soldier
12 Gridiron legend 
Rockne
13 Spread here and 
there
18 Thanksgiving 
dishes
22 Made to pay as 
punishment
25 Dingbat
27 TV journalist 
Curry
29 Intensify, with 
“up”
30 Dove’s sound
31 Fright
32 Knighted actor 
McKellen
34 Some down-
ballot electees, 
informally
35 Big tub
36 Lead-in to occupy
39 From alpha to 
___
40 Rowboat mover
43 Summary of key 
points
46 Like a probability 
curve with two 
peaks
48 New Orleans 
footballers
49 Flex
50 “Blue Ribbon” 
brew
51 Nebraska’s 
largest city
52 Establish
53 Princess 
mourned in 1997
54 Indy racer Al or 
Bobby
56 Sky-blue
57 Snake venom, 
e.g.
62 Champagne-
opening sound
63 Environment-
related prefix
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F O R  
P A R T N E R S ?
C A l l  ( 2 1 7 )  5 8 1 - 2 8 1 2
By JJ Bullock
Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
Eastern’s new head football coach 
Adam Cushing stamped his name on 
a declaration stating that not only 
was Eastern (3-8 last season) going 
to start winning games again, but 
that during his time as coach the 
Panthers would hold up a conference 
championship and a national cham-
pionship trophy.  
Cushing made his intentions and 
visions for Eastern’s football program 
resoundingly clear during his intro-
ductory press conference Monday in 
Lantz Arena. He not only laid out a 
plan to recruit stronger in the state 
of Illinois, particularly in the Chi-
cago area, but also said to the fans, 
boosters and fellow staff members in 
attendance that he planned to win 
the Ohio Valley Conference and the 
FCS tournament.  
“We are going to keep our priori-
ties in place to focus on our acronym 
of what’s important now, W-I-N, to 
win,” Cushing said in his press con-
ference. “If we can focus on what’s 
important now for the success we 
want later, we will get the results we 
desire. As the young men improve in 
all aspects of their lives, in the class 
room first, in the weight room, in 
the EIU and Charleston communi-
ties, the wins will come on the foot-
ball field.” 
“We’re going to win games, we’re 
going to hold up the OVC trophy 
and we’re going to hold up the Na-
tional Championship trophy,” he 
added. 
Eastern is coming off a 3-8 sea-
son, its lowest win total since 2011, 
so while a conference championship 
and surely a national championship 
would seem out of reach in the near 
future for Eastern, Cushing made it 
explicitly clear that Eastern “was go-
ing to win this year.” 
“We’re going to win on the foot-
ball field, we’re going to win in the 
classroom and we’re going to win in 
the community,” Cushing said. “I 
am not going to put a number on 
it because it’s going to be the daily 
choices of the character, of the com-
mitment to excellence in everything 
that we do are going to be wins for 
the program also. We’re going to win 
off the field just as much as we win 
on the field. When we win off the 
field, we are going to consistently 
win on the field.” 
Turning any program around 
from a 3-8 record to being a na-
tional championship contender will 
obviously take time and a lot right 
moves for the program and to hear 
that claim made from a new head 
coach in his first press conference is 
sure to draw as much excitement as 
it does speculation. But Cushing de-
fended what he said and laid out a 
plan centered on strong recruiting to 
bring the program back to national 
relevancy.  
“I think it’s going to come from 
recruiting first ,” Cushing said. 
“We’re going to need to go out with 
a passion and energy and relentless-
ness. We’re going to have to go out 
and find great football players that 
compliment what we have here al-
ready, because we have great young 
men here already.” 
Cushing spent time as Northwest-
ern’s recruiting director and being a 
native of Chicago, he also plans to 
focus more on acquiring more in-
state talent from that area, some-
thing Eastern has not done in recent 
years.  
“We’re going to start and end our 
recruiting in what I call the ‘foot-
print’,” Cushing said. “I think there 
are an unbelievable amount of young 
men within a two- or three-hour 
drive of from here that are exactly 
the fit that we’re looking for. We’re 
looking for tough young men that 
love football. There are so many of 
those young men in the surrounding 
cities, and in a very easy drive that 
are going to be excited to come play 
for our program.”  
He continued on by stating that 
he thinks everything in football 
starts with recruiting followed by 
hard work.
“I think it’s going to be the work 
that we put in the off season, the em-
bracing, the improvement, every sin-
gle day, that discipline in the weight 
room,” Cushing added. “Because it 
takes work to get bigger and faster 
and stronger, but we’re going to put 
the work in to get ourselves to that 
place and we’re going to start and 
end our recruiting in the state of Illi-
nois because there are plenty of play-
ers here in the state of Illinois for us 
to win the Ohio Valley Conference.” 
JJ Bullock can be reached at 
581-2812 of jpbullock@eiu.edu.
Cushing sets high goals in press conference
ANALICIA HAYNES | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Adam Cushing, the new head coach for the Eastern football team, held a press conference Dec. 10 to discuss his future at Eastern and the future of the 
football team.
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SportS
By Dillan Schorfheide
Assistant Sports Editor | @Eiu_journalist
The Eastern men’s basketball team 
won its first two conference games by 
winning both contests in overtime.
The Panthers (9-6) defeated Ten-
nessee-Martin (5-8) Thursday in the 
OVC opener for Eastern and defeat-
ed Southern Illinois Edwardsville (5-
9) Saturday. Both games were home 
games for Eastern. 
The two conference wins were part 
of the three-game win streak East-
ern is currently riding, after the Pan-
thers defeated North Alabama 81-70 
at home on Dec. 30.
The Panthers won both of their 
first two conference games in dramat-
ic fashion, going into overtime and 
winning during the five-minute ex-
tra periods. Eastern is 4-0 in overtime 
this season.
Both games had different paths to 
their outcomes.
Against Tennessee-Martin, Eastern 
had to fight at the end of regulation 
to tie the game, but against South-
ern Illinois Edwardsville, the Cougars 
were the ones who found themselves 
fighting to tie the game at the end of 
the second half.
“We’ve shown a lot of grit all sea-
son, and especially in the last few 
games,” head coach Jay Spoonhour 
said. “To win close games you have 
to rebound, make foul shots and have 
good guard play. In our comeback 
wins we’ve done that.”
Eastern led Tennessee-Martin for 
most of the first half Thursday, but 
a dunk by the Skyhawks’ Quintin 
Dove with just over five minutes left 
in the first half gave the Skyhawks 
a lead that they would not surren-
der until Eastern freshman Ben Har-
vey made a free throw with 23 sec-
onds left to give Eastern a 38-37 half-
time lead.
Much like the first half, Eastern led 
for a good portion of the second half, 
until Tennessee-Martin’s Fatodd Lew-
is had his own seven-point run with 
nine minutes left in the second half 
to give his team a 64-58 lead.
And again, much like the first half, 
the Skyhawks held the lead for the 
rest of the half, until there were six 
seconds left in the half, when Shareef 
Smith made a layup to tie the game 
at 82 going into overtime.
The overtime period was pretty 
quiet for the first four and a half min-
utes, as the teams combined for five 
points in that time span. Dove made 
a layup for the Skyhawks, and Mack 
Smith made a three-pointer for the 
Panthers.
The rest of the scoring for both 
teams came with under 30 seconds 
left.
The Skyhawks kept scoring to keep 
things interesting, but Harvey and 
Shareef Smith both made two free 
throws each in the last 17 seconds to 
secure a 92-87 Eastern win.
In Saturday’s game, Southern Il-
linois Edwardsville held a tight lead 
over Eastern for the first 10 minutes 
into the second half, but throughout 
what was seemingly the rest of the 
game, Eastern and Southern Illinois 
Edwardsville had a back-and-forth 
battle.
But the Cougars found themselves 
trailing by a tight 64-63 score with a 
minute and a half left in the second 
half.
Cameron Williams would turn 
that around for the Cougars, though, 
and score three points over the next 
half-minute to give Southern Illinois 
Edwardsville a 66-64 lead.
Josiah Wallace, who has delivered 
in clutch situations for the Panthers 
before, made two free throws with 57 
seconds left to tie the game.
Unlike Eastern’s previous overtime 
period, Saturday’s featured much 
more scoring for both sides.
The teams combined for 33 over-
time points in a back-and-forth over-
time battle.
Eastern led by as much as seven a 
few different times, and that is where 
the Panthers found themselves with 
56 seconds left. 
Southern Illinois Edwardsville 
made one last push and found itself 
down 83-81 with seven seconds left, 
after Tyresse Williford made three 
free throws from being fouled on a 
three-point attempt.
Mack Smith made one more free 
throw for Eastern with five sec-
onds left, and Williford had one last 
three-point attempt before the buzzer 
sounded to tie the game but missed 
it, and Eastern won 84-81.
Wallace led Eastern with 27 points 
against Tennessee-Martin, and Sha-
reef and Mack Smith, and Rade Ku-
kobat also had double-digit scoring.
Against Southern Illinois Edwards-
ville, Wallace led the Panthers in scor-
ing again with 24 points. Shareef and 
Mack Smith also scored in double 
digits, 14 and 10 points respectively.
“Every conference game is in-
tense and has a bit of a different feel,” 
Spoonhour said. “It’s a new experi-
ence for most of our guys, but they’re 
getting it. It’ll get even tougher this 
week.”
Eastern has two straight road con-
ference games before returning home 
on Jan. 17. 
On Thursday, the Panthers vis-
it Jacksonville State, who has started 
OVC play 2-0, including a road win 
against preseason-favorite Belmont. 
Saturday, Eastern visits Tennessee 
Tech, who is 1-1 in OVC play.
Dillan Schorfheide can be reached at 
581-2812 or dtschorfheide@eiu.edu.
Men’s basketball wins first OVC games
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Rade Kukobat posts up against a Fontbonne University defender during Eastern’s 90-37 victory over the Griffins in Lantz Arena on Dec. 4.
By JJ Bullock
Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern women’s basketball 
team won as many games in a 13 day 
stretch between Dec. 21 and Jan. 3 
as they did all last season, rattling off 
three wins in a row against Indiana 
State, Eureka College and Tennessee-
Martin.
Eastern sophomore guard Kar-
le Pace led the team in scoring in 
both the Indiana State and the Eu-
reka wins, scoring 18 and 14 points 
respectively. Both games were just 
more of what has become expect-
ed of Pace this season, she leads 
the team averaging 14.8 points per 
game.
Senior guard Grace Lennox re-
minded the entire Ohio Valley Con-
ference why she was one of the most 
talked about players in the pre-
season, when she scored a season-
high 29 points in the Panthers 77-71 
conference opening win over Tennes-
see-Martin on Jan. 3. 
The win over the Skyhawks was 
Eastern’s first since Jan. 18 of 2017 
and it gave the Panthers a statement 
win over the team that was selected 
to finish second in the conference in 
the preseason polls. 
None of the Panthers wins were 
ever really in question. Eastern dom-
inated Indiana State 63-39 and pum-
meled Eureka College 104-48. 
The win over Eureka College 
marked the second time this season 
the Panthers have scored 100-plus 
points, the first came on Nov. 6 in a 
102-43 win over Oakland City. The 
last time Eastern scored 100 points 
in any game prior to this season was 
in 2009.
The Panthers three game winning 
streak came to an end on Saturday 
with a 65-56 loss to Southern Illi-
nois Edwardsville. Pace led the team 
in scoring again with 15 points, but 
the Panthers were unable to with-
stand four Cougars scoring in double 
figures as Eastern fell to 1-1 in con-
ference play. 
The loss dropped the Panthers to 
7-6 on the season and now just a few 
days into January, Eastern has four 
more wins than it did all of last sea-
son. 
Head coach Matt Bollant has 
talked about turning the program 
around since he took the job, and 
now 13 games into this season, it ap-
pears that turn around may already 
be here in his second season. 
Performance by players like Pace, 
who was recruited by Bollant, show 
just how quickly the team has turned 
around from the three-win squad it 
was last season. The win over Ten-
nessee-Martin only furthered the 
Panthers stance as a potential tour-
nament team in the OVC. 
Eastern plays Jacksonville State on 
the road Thursday. 
JJ Bullock can be reached at 
581-2812 or jpbullock@eiu.edu. 
Eastern wins three games over winter break
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Jalisha Smith drives into the lane against an Oakland City defender during 
the Panther’s 102-43 season-opening victory over the Oaks on Nov. 6 in Lantz 
Arena.
